
    Summer Reading Novel Café  
Highland West Junior High Summer Reading Requirement 7th Grade 

Dear Panther Parents and Students,  
Welcome Highland West Panthers! We are very excited to start an educationally enriched 7th grade 
year with you. In our effort to increase critical thinking skills, Highland West Junior High is 
continuing the implementation of our summer reading requirement. Students should choose one of 
the following books to read critically over the summer break. Students will need to complete the 
summer reading book report and bring it on the first day of 7th grade. Books will be given to 
incoming 7th graders during the month of May, 2018. Students may also borrow books from the 
public library at no cost to families, or purchase at book stores such as Half Priced Books, Barnes & 
Noble, or online. Students may read individually or with a family member.  Please contact Jaclyn 
Russell with any questions concerning the reading material or assignment at 
jaclynrussell@mooreschools.com .   
Happy reading!  
Choose one book from below: 

Drums, Girls, + 
Dangerous Pie by 
Jordan 
Sonnenblick 

See You in the 
Cosmos by Jack 
Cheng 

My Life as a 
Gamer by Janet 
Tashjian 

One Crazy 
Summer by Rita 
Williams-Garcia 

The Great Greene 
Heist by Varian 
Johnson 

Frezzled by Booki 
Vivat 
 

Summerlost by 
Ally Condie 

The Seventh Most 
Important Thing 
by Shelley 
Pearsall 

Return to Sender 
by Julia Alvarez 

Countdown by 
Deborah Wiles 

The Lost Boy by 
Greg Ruth 

Magnus Chase 
(book 1) by Rick 
Riordan  

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School 
Football Team by Steve Sheinkin 

  

 

Return with completed assignment. 
Honor Code: 
When a student signs her/his name to any assignment, s/he is stating that the assignment is hers/his 
alone and that s/he has neither sought nor accepted help, other than that explicitly permitted by the 
teacher. A student may never copy anyone’s work or have anyone dictate any part of the assignment 
to her/him. Furthermore, when a student discusses an assignment in class, gives an oral 
presentation, or writes an essay, s/he tacitly states that s/he has read the work(s) s/he discusses or 
writes about. Plagiarism of any type will result in a grade of zero for the assignment and notification 
to the sponsors of any clubs/organizations to which the student belongs.  
 
I understand and agree to do my best to meet the expectations for the 2016 Language Arts Summer 
Reading Assignment and to abide by the honor code.  
*Student Signature _____________________________*Parent/Guardian Signature_________________ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Menu Item:  Number 
chosen:  

Menu Item: Numbers 
chosen: 

Menu Item: Number 
chosen: 

Main Course 
Choose 1 

 Side Dishes  
Choose 3 

 Dessert 
Choose 1 

 



Student Menu Project: 
Directions:  There are separate directions for each part of the menu.   

Be sure to attach your work to the back of the packet, LABELING AND ORGANIZING them for easy 
reading. 

Main Course –  
 Select one question to answer. 
 

1. Discuss your reactions to the story.  What did you like or dislike about it and why?  Be very 
clear as to why you did or didn’t like it.  This answer should be at least a paragraph (5 
sentences). 

2. Would you recommend this novel to other students?  Why or why not?  Be very clear with 
examples.  Would some students like it better than others, even if YOU did not?  Why? This 
answer should be at least a paragraph (5 sentences). 

Side Dishes  
 Select at least 3 questions below to answer.  Your answers should be very thorough with at least 
3 sentences of detail and explanation.  Be sure to separate out each question/answer by the 
question number.  Do not mush all of the answers for the side dish questions into one giant 
paragraph, please! 
 

1. Describe the main character.  What was the main character’s goal in this novel?  What were 
his/her thoughts, actions, and/or struggles?  What do you think of this character? 

2. What is the setting of the novel?  Describe it.  Could this story take place in any other place?  Is 
the setting an important element of the overall story? 

3. What other characters are important to the story?  Describe at least 2 of the characters.  How 
does their role in the story positively or negatively affect the main character? 

4. What are some of the conflicts in the story?  Describe at least 2 conflicts.  What happened?  
How was each conflict resolved? 

5. What is significant about the title of the novel?  Why would the author choose that title? 
6. What is the ultimate resolution of the story?  Was the ending the author chose a good ending 

for the story?  Did you like it?  Why/why not? 
7. What other literary terms are present?  Symbolism?  Irony, foreshadowing, flashback, 

personification?  Identify at least 2 and give clear examples for each from the story. 
Dessert  
 Select at least 1 dessert project.   

 
1. Write a letter to a character in the novel on the dessert project page.  Include the following: 

a. Dear ____________________, 
b. A paragraph of comment about the character’s actions and the main conflict the 

character is struggling with thus far. 
c. A paragraph of suggestions/comments you would have made for the character if you 

could speak with him/her. 
d. Sincerely, 

 
2. Pretend you are writing a book review for a newspaper. Include the tile and author along with 

a one paragraph (5 sentences) describing the plot of the book. Make sure you don’t spoil the 
ending!  


